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September 18, 2011
[bookmark: _GoBack]Happy Hispanic Heritage Month! This year’s heritage exploration will be driven by literature and/or author studies, in class projects, and short video clips particular to each heritage during each particular month of celebration or choosing of heritage. This year, the children will share their heritage/s, or a heritage they are interested in learning about. This year we will be creating a number of quilts, one being a Heritage Quilt. This will be your child’s first home project and will require guidance and research from an adult. To limit confusion, each child’s Heritage Quilt square will be due on October 27th. Directions on this project will be sent via the classroom page and paper form next week. After completion of the squares I will incorporate each child’s square into the quilt after each presentation. Presentations will take place over several days and parents or a representative is encouraged to attend. This project will represent a wonderful celebration of the sharing of heritage, the beauty of the diversity within our school, and our understanding of others. 
“New News”
Field Trip – We will be going to The Grove in Glenview on October 19th. to study animal adaptation and their habitats. What a wonderful time of year to see how animals adjust to the changes in the weather. The trees should be changing wonderful colors as well. Hopefully we’ll have a somewhat pleasant day. There is an alternative plan if the weather is too cold. Details on cost are forthcoming. I already have one volunteer for the trip. I am looking for one more. Please contact me via email if you would like to attend a cold, outdoor trip! klmcreynolds@cps.edu
No School Friday!!!!!.............Teacher Meetings
Please send your email address via my email address.
Waiting
I am still waiting to order assignment books. As of now, the children seem to be doing well with me putting their homework in their folders. The children rarely are not given homework. If you have a question regarding whether or not your child has homework, please feel free to email me. Also, if by chance the children don’t have homework, I will post a notice to the classroom page. 
Junior Great books will be incorporated after second quarter.
C.A.P.E. – I will be partnering with a Chicago artist after several workshops in late October, in order to incorporate into one of my Social Studies units. 
Curriculum News
Reading – The children have been doing a great job at literature circles or “book talks”. They have been learning the roles of group manager and connector so far. I have also engaged the children in higher level thinking answering such questions as:
· “What evidence can you find?” 
· “Why do you think” 
· “How is _______ related to ___________?(compare and/or contrast)” 
·  “Do you agree with the actions?” 
· “What would happen if?”
· “ How would you change?”
Bloom’s Levels of Understanding:
Basic Level
#1 Knowledge Level…… to know something and be able to recite it back
#2 Comprehensive Level....to know something and be able to explain it
Higher Level
#3 Application Level…..the ability to use information and ideas
#4 Synthesis Level… the ability to take something apart and put it together in new and unusual ways
#5 Analysis Level… the ability to break something apart into manageable parts.
#6 Evaluation Level… the ability to judge something.
Please assist me with tapping into your child’s higher level thinking skills. See examples on the following link. 
http://classweb.gmu.edu/ndabbagh/Resources/Resources2/bloomstax.htm
Contracts
The children attempted their first contract on the first week of school. Their efforts should be applauded. We will try a new contract this week. The children will not get a chance to select their own books for the first few contracts. We will use whichever book we’re studying in class until I feel the children are keeping up with the pace of the class.
Math
Think Math is going well. Please remember that the children are working a year ahead and the curriculum will be compacted. That being said, most of the children are doing fine having just jumped into the new math. I will be sending home some supplementary math as well.  We will probably wrap up Chapter One this week and be ready for our first end of the Chapter test on Thursday. 
Vocabulary Test
Thursday, September 22th . The children will not have to spell the words.
Spelling Test
Spelling will begin on September 22th. The first Spelling test will take place on Sept. 30th. 
Science
Our unit on Weather has been pretty basic but interesting. We will continue next week with some Science projects and begin noting the effect of the change in the season on the trees. This will “fall” perfectly in line with our next unit on plants.
Social Studies
We will continue to cover Social Studies through literature. We will incorporate Hispanic/Latino Heritage, Change, and Long Ago topics.
Writing
The children have been given a journal in which they will write a response based on using analytical skills gained through the use of mentor text, free write, and guided practice. I expect that the children bring their journals home to be viewed and signed by you no less than once a week. 
Again, thanks for your support!
Karla
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