September 6, 2011

Dear Parents and Students, 

Welcome back to Hamilton and a new year in Math class!  I am looking forward to getting to know each of you better during the 2011-2012 school year. I would also like to welcome those new to the class and Hamilton Elementary! This year in Math class we will be focusing on Population and Samples, Fractions and Ratios, Division and Data, Geometry, Decimals and Probability, and Number Patterns.

Throughout the year we will be working on organizational skills and promoting student responsibility.  The expectations for 5th Grade Math are listed below.

Ms. Andrews’ 5th Grade Math Expectations:

Binder:
· All students will keep a math binder
· The binder will be graded for both organization and content about every other week. Students will be notified of a binder check at least a week in advance
· Students are responsible for including all investigations completed in class, notes taken, and graded homework in their binders
· Binders are allowed for extra support during quizzes so it is essential for students to make sure all work is included and organized

Homework:
· Given on a daily basis.  When no homework is given before a test or quiz students should be using homework time to study and prepare
· All work needs to be shown and done in pencil
· Homework will be posted daily on board in class and weekly on the Hamilton website


Classwork:
· Warm Ups: Completed by students independently the first 5 minutes of class.  These activities with either be basic math facts students need to practice or based on a previous or upcoming lesson
· Choice Activities:  These are completed by students when they finish work early or have extra time.  Students must complete at least 4 Choice Activities each quarter.  Each additional Choice Activity turned in will earn a student Incentive Points
· Activities:
· Introduce as class
· Work on activities with partners/groups/as a class
· Discussion as a class about how to arrive at answers
· Mathematical Journal
· Completed after each activity independently by students
· 

Quizzes:
· Usually 2-3 per unit (about one every other week)
· Students will be allowed to use their own notes and past work
· Must be completed independently
· Quick Strips once a week
· Students will be quizzed on basic math facts once a week
· Students will not be allowed to use notes or calculator
· Average best 8 per quarter and will count as one quiz score

Tests:
· Given after each unit
· Students may not use notes.  The use of a calculator will occasionally be permitted
· Students will be tested on skills learned during the investigations
· Will contain 2-3 Extended Response questions


Retakes:
· Can be taken if a student receives a D or lower
· Must be taken within one week of receiving test
· It is up to the student to come to me and schedule a retake time
· Retake slip must be taken home along with test and signed by parent; Students who do not return the retake slip within a week may not retake the test
· I reserve the right to limit test retakes if I notice a pattern 


Extra Credit:
· In general no extra credit will be given
· Under certain circumstances students will be assigned an extra credit assignment
· Extra credit is only for students who have NO missing assignments.  Extra credit means extra work on top of what you have already done

Absences:
· It is each student’s responsibility to pick up/ask for missed work and notes from me or a fellow student
· It is also each student’s responsibility to make sure all missed work/notes are placed in binder (may be used during quizzes)
· Students are responsible for showing me all missed work immediately to ensure full credit is given

Extra Help:
· I will be available most mornings before school and after school
· Students are welcome and encouraged to come by during these times for extra help, but must ask for pass beforehand

Grading Scale/Criteria:
· Homework – 5%
· Classwork – 20%
· Warm Ups 
· Choice Activities
· Activities
· Binder: Investigations/Notes 
· Mathematical Reflections 
· Quizzes – 35%
· Tests – 40%

Incentive Points:
· Each day students will have various opportunities to receive Incentive Points from me
· Students receive Incentive Points for going above and beyond and showing individual progress both academically and behaviorally
· Incentive Points will can never be taken away once they are awarded
· Students will also have the opportunity to receive Incentive Points by completing Choice Acitivities 
· Once students begin to collect Incentive Points they can redeem them for various prizes/rewards such as:
· Homework passes
· Pick from the “Incentive Bin”
· Lunch with the teacher 
· Lunch bought by the teacher 

Middle School will be a big change for each of you this year, but definitely an exciting one!  My goal this year is to help students adjust to Middle School through the promotion of student responsibility, organization, and engaging learning.  Students are not given grades in my class, they are earned.  Each student must take responsibility for his or her learning experience and grades earned.  Feel free to call or email me with any additional questions or concerns along the way.   I am looking forward to the year to come and getting to know each and every student! 

Sincerely, 

Ms. Kathryn Andrews
Middle School Mathematics and Science Teacher
Hamilton Elementary School

Phone: 773-534-5484
Email: Klandrews1@cps.edu

_________________________________________________________________________________
(Please detach here and return to Ms. Andrews)


I have read and understand the expectations for Ms. Andrews’ Math class.  I am aware that if I need assistance I can contact Ms. Andrews and voice my concerns/make arrangements at any time.

Date:_______________


X___________________________                                                  X__________________________                                   
          PRINT Student’s Name                                                                       Student’s Signature


X___________________________                                                  X__________________________
    PRINT Parent/Guardian’s Name                                                        Parent/Guardian’s Signature


Questions/Comments/Concerns: 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
