February 10, 2010

Your students are working diligently on ISAT written extended responses both for math and reading.  This week’s science class included studying the phases of the moon and completing an Oreo cookie diagram of those phases.  Ask your child about it.  We have begun a new novel entitled, Joey Pigza Swallowed the Key.  It’s an entertaining story about a boy who struggles with ADHD.  It’s written in the first person so we get a chance to read about how Joey thinks and feels. The African-American biography assignment will be due on Feb 22.  Your child has the planning form and the grade criterion.  I have gone over this form with them and gave examples of what should be included.  This is not an oral presentation. 

 On Wednesday your child and a partner went on a scavenger hunt in which they located and measured items in centimeters or inches. They then had to determine the area and perimeter of certain items. This has been a struggle for many children.  Please create some area and perimeter problems at home to check for further understanding.  To review –  Area = length times width and Perimeter = 2L + 2W (or they may add up the measurement of all of the sides).
 We will have a half hour Valentine’s celebration on Tuesday from 1:45 – 2:15.  You may send cards and/or a snack for 21 students, if you’d like.  Suggestions are: juice boxes or small water bottles, small cupcakes, washed veggies and fruit, crackers and cheese, and cookies.  Let’s try to send healthier snacks even though it is a big candy day.  Baggies will be provided for any child who needs one.  No games or electronic devises are allowed at this party. 
