January 13, 2012
Happy New Year!  I like the fact that school age children get two beginnings each year – one in September and one in January.  We are setting new learning goals for January – June. This past week we have been reviewing some of our basic reading strategies and math computation skills.  We are launching into fractions (comparing, ordering, adding and subtracting like denominators) next week.  You can help your child by pointing out places where fractions are used in everyday life.  Your child should know all of their multiplication facts up to 12 by now.  Please review these at home.  You can even let your child review them in the car as you drive him or her to school or shopping.  The dollar stores have easy to use flash cards.  
The ISAT is scheduled for the first week in March.  The students will be tested in reading, math, and science.  This test not only has multiple choice questions, but also extended response questions which will require writing about a given task.  Extended response is more difficult and so we work on these types of answers every day.  For reading, students need to back up their answers with citing text, interpreting text, making connections, and offering opinions based on what they have read or already know about a subject.  They must also stay focused on what the question is asking and not move off topic.  In math, they need to show and label their work.  They need to write out step by step procedures and why they chose to use them.  The last part is quite difficult and therefore you will see a lot of this type of homework in the next month and a half.  You can help us by reviewing work that is brought home and making sure that your child is consistently doing homework.  Please look at the homework and ask questions that require a more extensive explanation.  Together we will help your child to shine on this year’s ISAT!
