Miss Nilson’s News
Important Dates
Monday, February 20, 2012 – No School, President’s Day
Saturday, February 25, 2012 – Hamilton 4th Annual Benefit  

 
Curriculum Highlights

Math: Students worked on graphing using coordinates this week.  We made giant coordinates on the ground with tape and practiced getting from the origin to different points on the graph.  Students are now working on solving mystery puzzles.  They have to plot various coordinates on the graph to figure out what the mystery picture is.  Students should know the terms x-axis and y-axis.
Reading: This week we began out unit on story elements.  Students learned about the narrator of the story and how to tell if the narrator is in the story or outside the story.  We also talked about main vs. secondary characters and character traits.  When you read with your child, ask them what words they would use to describe the characters in the book.  Ask them why they think that.  What evidence or words from the text can they use to support their thinking?
Writing: We continued to work on our outlines this week.  Students are learning about topic sentences and supporting details.  This is a tricky concept.  If you are reading together, particularly nonfiction, see if they can find the topic sentence of the paragraph and the supporting details that go with it.  Next week we will begin writing our essays.
Social Studies: Our landform books are now hanging outside our classroom.  Please stop by and take a look.  We looked at physical maps this week as well as some maps of mountains in Colorado that Ms. Nichole, the pre-K teacher, brought in.
****Please work on your homework calendar.  That is the perfect thing to do over the long weekend!!****
Grease Lightning

If you are looking for something fun to do as a family this weekend, check out the musical Grease performed by the students at Lane Tech High School.  Melody Kulich and Grace Hanson are making cameos in the play as well.  Shows are at 7:00pm on Friday and Saturday night.  Tickets are $8.00 and go to support the arts at Lane Tech.
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