Miss Nilson’s News
Important Dates
Friday, February 3, 2012 – No School, Professional Development Day

Monday, February 13, 2012 – No School, Lincoln’s Birthday

 
Curriculum Highlights

Math: This week we worked with money.  We first began by reviewing values of coins, playing a game called scoops of coins that the kids really enjoyed.  We then worked on division problems, dividing up money between various family members.   Next week we will work more with division and extended response.  Please make sure your children are writing WHAT they did and WHY they did it on extended response homework.  
Reading: Students did a great job talking with partners on the carpet this week about our read aloud book.  They enjoyed sharing their thoughts and talking with others during reading time.  The goal is that through talk they will better understand the text.  Perhaps one student has a question and another student can explain it to them.  We will work on this for another week or so and then move into a new unit.
Writing: Students worked on extended response questions this week.  I am seeing great improvement and we even made up a song.  Have your children sing it for you.  We also began our nonfiction writing project.  Each student is researching a country and will be writing a short essay about it.  We used the laptops on Wednesday and Thursday to research our countries.  If your child wants to learn more I have linked several websites to my class webpage under the Nonfiction Research Resources tab.
Social Studies: In partnerships, students studied a map of Chicago.  They were given various tasks to complete using the map and had to locate various spots on the map.  They loved spending time looking at the map and finding where they live. 
****A new homework calendar is being sent home today!  This is a great thing to start working on over the weekend!****
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